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There are those in both parties who under-
stand this. It was mentioned earlier that the
Congress, just last Friday night, passed the Sen-
ate bid, the ‘‘GI bill’’ for America’s workers,
that consolidates scores and scores of disparate
training programs into one program that will
give skills grants to people in their working
years, to adults who have to go back to school
and learn new skills. It was one of the major
commitments I made when I ran for President
in ’92. I have worked for 4 years on this. So
there is the capacity there to forge this kind
of bipartisan relationship. We have to do it for
summer jobs and for education.

Let me just close with this—it’s not in my
notes, but I was looking at Terence up there
talking, and I thought you might like to know
that, over 30 years ago, I was involved in two
federally funded summer jobs programs. I didn’t
get to wear a shirt and tie to work; I was work-
ing at our National Park in my hometown doing
basic maintenance and clearing work. And then
I worked in a summer camp for disadvantaged
young people where I was a counselor, after

my first year in college. I loved that work, and
I loved those kids. And I was very grateful that
my country gave me an opportunity to do some-
thing productive, to learn something, and to
make a little money.

I hope when the history books are written,
it will look like a pretty good investment that
was made in a young man from a modest family
in a small town a long time ago.

You, too, will do great things. And, in part,
it will be because your country has believed
in you and invested in you. And I don’t want
us to stop. I want us to do more.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in the
Deitz Memorial Auditorium at Prince Georges
Hospital Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Terence Newton, who introduced the President;
Prince Georges County Executive Wayne K.
Curry; and Gov. Parris N. Glendening of Mary-
land. The President also referred to the Low In-
come Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP).

Statement on Congressional Action on Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation
August 3, 1998

Tonight’s vote for the Shays-Meehan bill is
a breakthrough in the fight for bipartisan cam-
paign finance reform. The breadth of its sup-
port, from Members of both parties, showed
that reform is an idea whose time has come,
even in the face of persistent obstruction by
the Republican leaders of Congress. It is time
to ban soft money, improve disclosure, and curb
backdoor campaign spending. Now, a majority
of both the House and the Senate have gone

on record for this legislation. I urge the House
to move this legislation to final passage before
they adjourn for the August recess. And I urge
the Republican leaders of the Senate, who are
using procedural tactics to block this measure,
to listen to the will of the majority and the
loud voice of the American people. I congratu-
late Representatives Chris Shays, Martin Mee-
han, and their colleagues for their courage and
their persistence.

Remarks on the Anniversary of the Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996
August 4, 1998

Thank you. Thank you very much, Vesta
Kimble, for that fine statement and for the good

work you do. And I welcome your colleagues
and co-workers from Maryland here. I thank
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